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As the cool breeze blows 
our cherished campus 
flag, Scottsboro High 
School is coming together 
this month as a family. 
With many events ap-
proaching and the sea-
sons shifting, the class of 
2020 will be taking their 
final footsteps on the 
dance floor at Homecom-
ing. Our football players 
will unite once again hold-
ing tight the faith of our 
Wildcat family as they dig 
their worn cleats into the 
field one more time. High 
school is a precious thing, 
a delicate memory that 
will last until the end of 
time. We spend this 

month, putting our lives 
on hold to be in the mo-
ment once and for all, to 
sing our hearts out, and 
give without greed to our 
fellow brothers and sis-
ters. Let us create anoth-
er traditional atmosphere 
for our freshman to be-
come grounded in being 
faithful, loyal, firm and 
true. Let us be true to our 
hearts, soul, and the life 
that our futures may hold. 
So, here’s to the Wildcat 
in us all; let us pause and 
take this moment, cheer 
our hearts out, and al-
ways remember the days 
that made us. 

Our Wildcats : Faithful, Loyal, Firm and True  
By Cassidy Green  

  

SHS 



On the morning of Septem-
ber 11, 2019, the first block 
Creative Writing class is privi-
leged to speak to the super-
intendent of Scottsboro City 
Schools, Dr. Jose Reyes. 
The class uses their list of 
questions to better under-
stand the personal side of the 
professional man who gov-
erns their schools. 

 The class first asks Dr. 
Reyes about the best part of 
being superintendent. He re-
plies, “Being able to come 
here [Scottsboro Schools] 
and be around you guys [the 
student body].” He also men-
tions his flexibility and how 
his favorite part of the day is 
engaging with the students of 
Scottsboro in all grade levels. 
His ultimate goal in being su-

Superintendent Spotlight 

Real Life 

With Reyes 

By  Meagan Anderson  

perintendent, he states, is im-
proving the quality of his stu-
dents' lives, as well as their 
education. 

 

 Next, he is asked questions 
about, not only his time in 
Scottsboro, but his time away 
as well. Students question 
what he misses the most 
when away from his 
hometown, and he easily re-
plies, “My mother.” His favor-
ite memory from high school 
is graduation. “Gee Whiz!” 
Dr. Reyes responds, as he 
pridefully relays the memory 
of graduating sixth in his 
class of 235 kids, successful-
ly ranking among the Top 
Ten. Of course, when stu-
dents ask about his favorite 
sport, he replies, as most 
people do. “Football.” 
Throughout junior high 
school he played football, 
perhaps with ambitions to 
one day play for his favorite 
team, Alabama. Despite two 
out of his three children at-
tending Auburn University, he 
remains loyal to “The Tide.”  
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Dr. Reyes also mentions how 
he loved to dance in his col-
lege days, as he “never 
minded taking a lady out on 
the floor for a slow dance.” 
According to Dr. Reyes, he 
took a Theory of Dance class 
in college where the high-
lights were learning the 
Waltz, the Salsa, and other 
traditional dances. The class 
asks him to demonstrate; he 
politely declines.   

 

 Dr. Reyes is a father to three 
children, as mentioned be-
fore. The class poses the 
question concerning his fa-
vorite thing about being a fa-
ther. He admits that he priori-
tizes the happiness of his 
children above everything 
else on his agenda. He also 
emphasizes the importance 
of “teaching my sons how to 
be Godly men and teaching 
my daughter how a man 
should treat a lady.” 

Following the “fatherhood” 
question comes the topic of 
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favorite ice cream flavor is 

butter pecan.  

After interviewing Dr. Reyes, 
our class discovers that our 
superintendent is a kind, fam-
ily-oriented, Godly man who 
solely strives for the success 
and well-being of every stu-
dent who enrolls in Scottsbo-
ro City Schools. He is well in-
tegrated into the lives of stu-
dents, as well as the lives of 
the teachers. Dr. Reyes’s af-
fections encompass all of the 
clubs, extracurricular activi-
ties, and sports that every 
school in Scottsboro has to 
offer. Being deeply involved 
in the community, he is al-
ways pursuing new ways to 
make the lives of every mem-
ber of Scottsboro Schools 
better and to improve the 
chances of their success. 

  

the class asks about his fa-
vorite book, he pauses for a 
moment before replying, “I 
don’t necessarily have a fa-
vorite book, but a favorite au-
thor.” This author is Andy An-
drews. According to Dr. 
Reyes, one of Andrew’s nov-
els parallels the Third Reich's 
government with the modern 
American government in a 
beautiful fashion. His favorite 
band is the Bee Gees, and 
his favorite song is “More 
Than a Woman,” because it 
reminds him of his wife. His 

superheroes. Someone asks 
Dr. Reyes if he were given a 
superpower, what superpow-
er would he choose? He re-
plies, “X-ray vision,” so that 
he could “look into people's 
hearts and see their true mo-
tives and intents behind their 
actions.” Dr. Reyes adds that, 
in addition to x-ray vision, he 
would also like to fly since he 
has never flown before, and 
“It seems very cool.”   

Finally, the class closes with 
a few other questions. When 
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“Loyalty to the school. 
That Scottsboro High 
School is someplace spe-
cial…” Mrs. Betty Esslinger 
firmly stated when ques-
tioned what has remained 

Mrs. Esslinger through the years.  Mrs. 
Esslinger has been a 
teacher at Scottsboro 
High School for 49 years 
and is thoroughly leaving 
her inspirational mark on 
her students. But the in-
fluencer has to be influ-
enced first and Esslinger 
had a few prominent fig-
ures including: Mr. Jack 
Cox (band director), and 
her English Teachers, 
who instilled a love for 
books, grammar, and litera-
ture. These individuals 
shaped her to become who 
she is and encouraged her 
through high school. Mr. 
Cox empowered her to be-
lieve in herself, strive for 
success, and to never give 
up at something. Following 
his advice, though it took 
three tries, she finally be-
came a Majorette. She ex-
plained how the band was 
superior all through high 
school, and how during the 

By Ally Harrison 

homecoming parade of her 
sophomore year, her clas-
ses float fell apart and 
caught fire! She also re-
membered of her time as a 
cheer coach in 1985, when 
the squad came out victori-
ous as 2nd in the nation! 
Memories may fade over 
time but some things just 
stick with us through our 
lives. 
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“We called ourselves 
‘the family’ 
because we 
were so 
close,” de-
clares 
Scotts-
boro’s very 
own, Coach 
Don Ja-
cobs, as he 
remembers 
his glory 
years as a 
Scottsboro High School 
student. Coach Jacobs re-
counts the time in high 
school when his team 

won the Regional Cham-
pionship against Fort 
Payne at the homecoming 
game of 1976. Adding to 
the school’s sports record, 
they also earned astound-
ing accomplishments in 
baseball and basketball. 
Although his class re-
mained prominent in 

sports achievements, he 
states that they also ex-
celled academically. 

Coach Jacobs emphasiz-
es that each student from 
his class graduated from 
Scottsboro High School 
to  thrive and prosper in 
their own communities. 
He credits the motivation 
to pursue excellence to 
friends, family, and staff 
as well. When asked 

about his 
most influ-
ential role 
model, he 
replies, 
“Mrs. Ess-
linger.” Ac-
cording to 
Jacobs, 
she repre-
sents lead-
ers in life 
who push 
us to great-

ness and truly shape our 
lives.   

Coach Jacobs  
 By Megan Anderson  
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Mrs. Frances Coleman has 
long been a popular name around 
Scottsboro High School, even in 
her “student” days. When asked 
about her greatest memories, she 
recalls being a cheerleader for 
Mrs. Esslinger, playing the clari-
net and bass clarinet one year in 
the band, and being voted the 
president of her senior class. 
“Mrs. Esslinger is an icon,” she 
instantly replied, after being 
asked who her biggest influences 
were among the administration 
and staff. Along with Mrs. Essling-
er, she mentions Peggy Allan, the 
science teacher, and Jane Gra-
ham, who taught her math for two 
years. Mrs. Coleman states that 
almost all the Homecoming tradi-
tions remain, like the parade, the 
dance, and float building, as well 
as the Homecoming court and 
queen. She also fondly remem-
bers the cheerleaders decorating 
the high school, which was at 
Collins Intermediate School at the 
time, entirely in black and gold 
crepe paper. The enduring friend-
ships and lasting memories are 

Mrs. Coleman 

Mrs. Linville 
By Megan Anderson  

ning the 1994 Cross Country 

State Championship, and going 

to track meets with her best 

friend. The cross country spon-

sor, Coach John Esslinger, along 

with Ann Sharp, her mother, Vicki 

Shelton, Sheila Amos, and Ms. 

Betty Bates were all huge influ-

ences on her, and she regards 

them all as legends. Mrs. Linville 

relates that many of the Home-

coming traditions remain con-

stant, such as the Homecoming 

floats, parades, ceremonies, and 

dress up days. Mrs. Linville 

spends her time teaching in a 

computer lab. The biggest 

things that make the Scottsboro 
High School experience so spe-
cial.  

Amber Linville is a bright, smiling 

face at Scottsboro. She smiles 

now as she did when she danced 

the night away on danceline and 

ran on the cross country team. 

She recalls standing ovations af-

ter the halftime show at football 

games. She also remembers win-

By Megan Anderson 
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foot continues to pass down the 
time-old tradition of instilling a 
love for literature in the hearts of 
her students. 

Ms. Barfoot 
By  Megan Anderson  

Ms. Barfoot is a freshman 
sponsor at Scottsboro High School 
and has supported ninth graders 
for years. From creating themes, t-
shirts, and floats, Ms. Barfoot con-
tinues to pour into our school’s 
youngest members. Ms. Barfoot 
states that, when she was in high 
school, the armory was a popular 
place during float-building time. 

She says students would arrive 
en mass with their “tickets:” toilet 
paper to put on the chicken wire. 
Gone are the days of toilet paper. 
We now use “pomps” to bedeck 
our symbols of tradition.  

Academic prosperity has 
always been a major part of Ms. 
Lisa Barfoot’s life, including the 
time she spent as a student at 
Scottsboro High School. Ms. Bar-
foot recalls that being inducted 
into the National Honor Society 
as a freshman was “a huge honor 
even back then.” Mrs. Esslinger 
has been a prominent influential 
figure in her life as well, having 
long ago instilled a love in her 
heart  for poet Emily Dickinson. 
Ms. Barfoot recalls writing her 
eighth grade term paper on Emily 
Dickinson for Mrs. Esslinger at 
the Junior High School. Mrs. Ess-
linger later returns the three year 
old paper to Ms. Barfoot when 
they reunite at the high school 
and Ms. Barfoot is in her eleventh 
grade class. Even today, Mrs. 
Esslinger, who teaches across 
the hall from Ms. Barfoot, influ-
ences Ms. Barfoot to push her 
students above the bar of today’s 
curriculum. Ms. Barfoot is known 
for challenging her students’ 
minds through difficult reads and 
thought-provoking tests. Ms. Bar-

change from her time as a stu-

dent to now is the technology, as 

she typed on a typewriter in 9th 

grade, and computers were still 

very rare. Even though not much 

time has passed since Mrs. Lin-

ville graduated, Scottsboro has 

evolved to meet the needs of the 

students and keep up with the 

changing pace of modern times, 

but the core elements that keep 

our school faithful, firm, and true 

remain the same.  

 



October 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
E-Learning 

Day 2 
3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 
Homecoming 

11 
12 

13 
Fall Break 

14 

Fall Break 

15 

Report Cards 

16 
17 18 

Home Band 

Comp.  19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 
ACT Test 

Day  26 

27 28 29 30 
Halloween 

31 
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November 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

Daylight 

Savings 3 
4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 
Veterans Day 

19 
12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 
Thanksgiv-

ing Break 25 
 26 27 

Thanksgiv-

ing Day 28 

Black Friday 

29 
30 
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Opinion Article Policy 

The staff of the SHS Chronicles welcomes 

opinion articles on any topic. We reserve 

the right to reject or edit any piece. All 

submitted material must be signed by the 

writer. Sorry, anonymous submissions are 

not accepted. 

ACT Dates     
Test Days  Thanksgiving Holiday 
  
October 26, 2019 November 25-29 
2019 
December 14, 2019 
 
Fall Break   Veteran’s Day  
    
October 14-15, 2019  November 11, 
2019   
 
Homecoming  Student Half Day
   
October 11, 2019 October 11, 2019
   

Dates to Remember 

SHS 


